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Advocating for Home Health,

Hospice & Durable Medical
Equipment

Why Government Relations Matters

Federal Government: Structure, Committees & How Laws Are Made

Michigan State Government: Structure & Committees.

Current Issues: Home Health, Hospice & DME

How Regular Citizens Can Lobby & Make a Difference

Q8A, Resources & Next Steps

Why Government Relations Matters to Us

S Medicare & Mectcald pay the maloriyof ame B leced ffcilsrespond t thef consituents —
et mosice 8. ME s o s you
CMS releases new payment rules every year — v Industry associations amplify your voice, but direct
imcing vour steneys oo ine Sovocantsponerts

Fose rates B patents depend on YoUR acvocacy — cus
e et Taniae v ower cxeghens

¥ KeyInsight: Policy made without your nput is policy made without your patients n mind.
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The Federal Government

How Federal Legislation Works: From Idea to Law

Bilntroduced Committee Review Floor Vote: Other Chamber

Key Federal Committees Affecting Health Care

| PRR— | o & eans Comites

Finacs Comites | [Tp—

Special Committee on Aging Budget Committee
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Michigan State Government

Michigan State Government Structure

8 ExecutiveBranch B tegitativesranch £ Jucicil ranch

+ Governor Gretchen Whitmer (0) » Senate: 38 members

» MDHHS — Michigan Dept. of Halth &
Human Sevces

> sets Medicad poliy & ates

> Democrats hold the Senate, Republicans

Holdthe House

» Wichigan supreme Court

» House of Representatives: 110members > Courtof Appeals

> nterorets ealthare aw
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> LaRA — Licensing & Regultory Afirs s

pass .
rembursement

» Oersees home health, hospice censure > Commiteesdo the detaled work > Can overtun agency ules

Michigan Legislative Committees: Healthcare Focus

Heath Polcy

‘Appropeiations: Department of Health and Human Services
Subcommittee

‘Appropeiatins: Licensing and Regulatory Afars Subcommitee

Heath Palicy Comittee

Appropriations: Medicad and Behavioal Heshth Subcommitee

Appropriations: Licensing and Regulatory Afars Subcommitee




Michigan Medicaid: Home-Based Care Context

Michigan Medicaid Highiights Key State Agencies to Know.

> ~2. millon Michiganders evoledin Mdicsic MoHHS

= Healthy Michigan lan (ACA expansio) covers 700K rats and on moversi
> WiChoice Waiver: home. commnity basedsevice o seniors & wra

sdultswitnsabites

~ AdultHome Help:direct cae workers seving homebound hospcs D

beneficares

= Home hsithsgences must b

by VS tobil Mt

> MOHHS sets Michigan specic Medlcad eimbursementates annually

58,483 (202} Palliative Care Aisory Task Force et within
oS
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Current Issues

Home Health: Current Federal Payment Issues

VS 2026 inal Rule:-1.3% (5220M reducion) v, proposed .45

— advocacy worked!
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PDGH (PatientDrven 1023%
in2026

75100 2027 2
Cumultive cuts since 2023 drving ageney closures, unfile rferals & taf reductons

Home Health Value-8ased Purchasing Model expansion continues nationally

Access to Care Concerns.

» ncreasing unfiled home health referrals — patients can' get care after hospital isharge

» Home heat

gencie reducingsenie areas, specilly i ural Michigan

w - it ¢ dossn .

> Medlcare Advantage pans often paybelow Medicare 5 ates — compounding he problem
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Hospice: Current Federal Issues

FY 2026 Regulatory Changes Fraud & Overight Concerns

» Physicans onthe 06 may now ecommenc

Serate docment
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may affect AL hosice incuding egtimate

hocaey NOW can 515

Durable Medical Equipment (DME): Current Issues

Compatitv Bidding Program (CBP) Accrdittion & Compliance Changes Coverage Expansions & Prioiies
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s s I R . » Cos (ComtnuousGcose Menitors) &
in226

> Remote e Delivery (RD) program + eased srstingof acreding > Negatve Prssure Wound Therapy dvice
market payment

. ostments . » Medicaidriorauthoriatonforcertin
inlzedinCY 2026 role providersnotrderingin 12+ months eros.

R R » Medicare Advantageprior authburdens.

Medicare -
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an-Spe

A Medicaid Rate Adequacy

Licensure & LARA Oversight
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growing ssue

© MiChoice Waiver Access
[

L palsiveCare Task Force

[ Teleheaith & Remote Monitoring




Your Voice Matters

Step 1: Know Your Representatives

Michigan's Federal Delegation (Key Contacts)

Sen. Gary Peters (0) 3 ce member — direcly nfuen s rates
Sen. Efssa Slotkin (0] New senator (2025) — buling relaionshipsnow i key: supperts rurl healthcare access
Rep.John James (10 Energy & Commerce Committee — key vote on Medicad reconciiation cut

Rep. Lisa McClsin (RMIS) Energy & Commerce — involvd inheaith poliylegisation

How to Find YOUR Representatives

State Senste:senatemichigan.gov | Find your distrct by address
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Step 2: Effective Advocacy Tactics for Regular Citizens

1 WHomorEnalenen T ==

s Schadie3n o Parson Mg | B vesocameas

B wite tetrtothe o p— | iy e s [
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Step 3: Crafting a Compelling Advocacy Message

The

Part Advocacy Message Framework

2.7THe prOBLEM

3.YoUR ASK
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Step 4: Work Through Associations & Coali

I v s for o st Home IR vichisan Homecare & Hospice Asoc. (MHHA)

he Vo Grow Wichigan Heslth & Hostal Assocaion (VHA)
= [ o]

»
csion forHomecare (AAH)
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Step 5: Submit Public Comments on Proposed Rules

What s a Proposed Rule? How to Write a Strong Comment

 Federaagences (e CMS) must publsh proposed ulesin th Federal. dentityyourelt
Registerbelore finaliznghem o who v e and your st el

Be specic
¥ Thereis publiccomment period — ussally 60 days et

e data
¥ G mustread andirespond o substantive comments o y .
¥ Aloadofprovider comments helpereducethe 2026 home health Telastory
proposadcutfom 4% 013% One patient sty more mermorabl than sttt on

Make 3 specic a2k
 Yourcomments become partof th ol egulatony ecord ate s o .

e profesions!
/Y0100 NOT need 1o be a obiyistorlawyer o comment s _ X

Submitontime

¥ Goto: regulations gov —search for the rule, ek Comment mtent
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Your 30-Day Advocacy Action Plan

Key Resources & Q&A

Every Patient You Serve

Has a Story Worth Telling.
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Contact Info

Adam Miller

(517)897-3358



mailto:Adam.Miller@vgm.com
mailto:Nbaugh@mhsa.com
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